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April 26: Carlos Pizarro, a former rebel leader who recently joined the presidential competition,
was shot to death with a machine gun aboard a plane minutes after it left Bogota en route to
Barranquilla. The assailant was killed by Pizarro's bodyguards, said police. The plane returned to
Bogota, where the victim died an hour after admission to a hospital. Radio reports said more than
100 people were aboard the Avianca Boeing 727 but that no passengers or crew members were
injured in the shootout.
According to the Caracol radio network, Pizarro was hit by 15 bullets, including three in the
head. Pizarro was commander of the April 19 Movement (M-19), which disbanded March 8 and
surrendered its weapons. The group became a political party, with Pizarro as its candidate for the
May 27 presidential election. The guerrilla organization took its name from the date of a presidential
election that Pizarro and other university students said was fraudulent. Pizarro joined M-19 in
1974, and became commander in 1986, after its fifth successive leader was killed. In 1989, he began
negotiating the peace agreement with President Virgilio Barco's government. Pizarro, 38, was the
third presidential candidate to be killed since August 1989.
On March 22, Patriotic Union (UP) presidential candidate Bernardo Jaramillo was killed in a hail
of machine gun fire at Bogota's airport. The government blamed drug traffickers for the killing,
while UP members said rightwing death squads linked to certain military officers were responsible.
More than 1,000 members of the UP have been assassinated in the last six years. On Aug. 18, 1989,
Sen. Luis Carlos Galan, Liberal Party presidential candidate, was apparently assassinated by drug
traffickers at a rally outside Bogota.
April 27: Citing security sources, the Colombian media said that drug traffickers were the main
suspects in Pizarro's killing. In a communique distributed to a national radio network, the
Medellin drug ring denied involvement. Prior to the publication of drug traffickers' statements,
an anonymous call to Caracol radio network said the drug traffickers were responsible for the
assassination. He said the traffickers had drawn lots to determine which of four leading presidential
contenders would be killed, and Pizarro was selected. The other candidates are Alvaro Gomez
Hurtado and Rodrigo Lloreda, both of the Conservative Party, and Cesar Gaviria of the ruling
Liberal Party.
Several politicians and analysts said an armed assassin could not have been aboard a jetliner
without the complicity of government and airport security personnel. Former Liberal Party
president Alfonso Lopez (1974-78) said the assassinations of three candidates indicated that
Colombia's armed forces must be reorganized. Official investigations in the past have shown
certain members of the armed forces are allied with drug traffickers and rightist death squads.
Presidential candidate Alvaro Gomez, said President Barco should appoint a three-person council
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to run the army to avoid a military coup. In a written statement, he said: "Never has there been such
a great and pathetic image of anarchy." In a press release, "The Extraditables" said: "We condemn
the assassination of M-19 leader Pizarro Leongomez, a friend of dialogue with us, an enemy of
extradition, and a symbol of peace." The statement said earlier accusations by the nation's security
forces were total fabrications.
The Farmworkers' Self-Defense Movement issued a press release stating that political extremists
were responsible for Pizarro's assassination. UP leaders urged the government to cancel the May 27
election. Interior Minister Horacio Serpa told reporters that the elections will not be postponed or
canceled. Supporters of the M-19 burned buses and threw rocks at police in clashes in several cities.
As precautionary measures, the Bogota municipal government closed all schools until Wednesday
and banned the sale of alcohol. In a nationally-televised speech Friday night, President Virgilio
Barco promised to double the size of the anti-terrorist police force, which now has about 3,000
members. After acknowledging that political candidates are afraid to appear in public, he said
the government will order more free television time, and also provide free radio time. At present,
government-controlled television allows each candidate a half-hour of air time during the entire
campaign. Barco did not say how much more time they would get.
April 28: Former rebel commander Antonio Navarro Wolf announced that he will replace Pizarro
as the M-19 party's presidential candidate. As the result of injuries sustained in an assassination
attempt six years ago, Navarro Wolf has one leg and slurred speech. In an editorial, Colombian
daily newspaper El Tiempo implored the government to "do something, for the love of God...In
your hands, and only in your hands, is the power to avoid the country's dissolution." About 20,000
marched through the streets of Bogota to mourn Pizarro. They chanted and waved placards calling
for peace. The funeral was held in the Primatial Cathedral on the city's Bolivar Plaza.
April 29: In Barinas, Venezuela, at least three bombs exploded at a new Colombian consulate, in
protest of Pizarro's killing. The explosions caused damage, but no casualties. Venezuela's Radio
Rumbos said a group calling itself the Jaime Batemas Command claimed responsibility for the
blasts.
April 30: A letter signed and fingerprinted by Medellin drug ring leader Pablo Escobar sent to
Colombian media organizations said he and his organization had nothing to do with Pizarro's
killing. The letter was addressed to commander of the technical and judiciary police, Col. Oscar
Pelaez Carmona. After asserting his friendship with most M-19 leaders, Escobar noted that he had
provided refuge to Alvaro Fayad and Ivan Marino Ospina. Both were killed by soldiers. Colombia's
secret police told reporters that they could not verify the authenticity of the letter. Government
officials announced the printing of 16 million new ballots to replace those carrying Pizarro's name
and photograph with those of Navarro Wolf. The Democratic Alliance, a leftist coalition that
claims to have the support of Colombia's labor union, announced it will support M-19 candidate
Navarro Wolf in the upcoming election. [Basic data from Notimex, AP, 04/26-28/90, 04/30/90; Xinhua,
04/26-29/90; AFP, 04/26/90, 04/29/90; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/27/90]
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